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and learning center on this site to honor the
crew of the Columbia and to remember the
important role this great city played in the his-
tory of our Nation’s aerospace program is now
all the more appropriate and poignant. The
Columbia and the Challenger will live on for
local residents and visitors alike when the
space museum is built.

Mr. Speaker, today we are all humbled by
the ultimate sacrifice the courageous men and
women of the Columbia made on behalf of
their Nation. | salute the crew of Columbia and
the men and women of my district who helped
build the shuttle and deliver it into space and
into history.

————

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER
PHILLIP THISTLETHWAITE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Christopher Phillip Thistlethwaite,
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 120, and in earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Christopher has been very active with his
troop, participating in such Scout activities as
Camp Geiger, Cosmosphere, the National
Scouting Museum, Atikokan Canoe Base in
Canada and the Philmont Scout Ranch. Over
the 11 years he has been involved in Scout-
ing, he has held numerous leadership posi-
tions, serving as librarian, quartermaster, as-
sistant patrol leader, assistant senior patrol
leader, senior patrol leader and the junior as-
sistant scoutmaster. Christopher also has
been honored for his numerous Scouting
achievements with the awards of the Tom-
Tom Beater in the Tribe of Mic-0-Say Award
and the 50 Miller Award.

For his Eagle Scout project, Christopher
constructed an ornamental garden and wall at
the east side of the south entrance of Danner
Park in Chillicothe, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Christopher Phillip Thistlethwaite
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achievfng the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

BURN AWARENESS WEEK

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | ask our col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the impor-
tance of National Burn Awareness Week. Burn
Awareness Week is February 2-8, and pro-
vides an opportunity to educate children and
families about the risks that lead to unfortu-
nate and tragic accidents, particularly for the
youngest and most vulnerable—our babies
and children.

Unfortunately, infants and young children
face greater risks from burn injuries than
adults or older children. They rely more on the
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adults around them to ensure their environ-
ment is safe and free from potential burn-
causing hazards. That is why in addition to
treating over 20 percent of all pediatric burns
in the Nation at their four national burn centers
in Boston, Galveston, Cincinnati and Sac-
ramento, Shriners Hospitals focus on edu-
cation and prevention of burn injuries.

The Shriners Hospitals for Children is a
unique charitable organization that has never
sought nor received federal, state, local or
third party funding of any kind. Additionally,
Shriners Hospitals are distinctive in that they
offer full physical, psychological, and emo-
tional care to all the children they treat.

The annual budget for the 22 orthopaedic
and burn hospitals totals over half a billion dol-
lars, and has an active patient roster of over
156,000 children. It is obvious how important
the Shriners Hospitals are to the health of our
children. The Shriners Hospitals are 100 per-
cent free, despite the fact that they will spend
$1.5 million dollars on children every 24 hours
in 2003.

In recognition of Burn Awareness Week, Mr.
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to commend
such charitable organizations as the Shriners
Hospitals that contribute greatly to the care,
education, and research necessary to treat
and work to prevent children’s burn accidents.
| also intend to support the Shriners Hospitals’
efforts by sponsoring a bill that will help to
prevent burn accidents by strengthening the
flammability standards for children’s
sleepwear. | hope my colleagues will help to
support me in this effort.

————

HONORING WILLARD HUNTER
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2003

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Willard Hunter, M.D.,
Clinical Director of Open Door Community
Health Centers, Humboldt County, California,
honoring 25 years dedicated to family practice
medicine in Northern California.

Dr. Hunter received his BA with honors in
Economics from Harvard University in 1970. In
1974 he graduated from the medical school of
the University of California, Los Angeles and
went on to complete his residency in Family
Practice medicine at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. He is Board Certified in Family
Practice and Geriatric Medicine.

In an outstanding career dedicated to pa-
tient care, Bill Hunter has served as Medical
Director, Redwoods Rural Health Center;
Chief of Staff, Southern Humboldt Community
Hospital and Clinical Director, Open Door
Community Health Centers. In addition, he
conducted teaching preceptorships for stu-
dents of the University of California at Davis,
Santa Rosa Community Hospital and Stanford
University Medical Center.

Through his leadership and medical direc-
tion, Dr. Hunter plays a role in the care of one
out of every four residents of the North Coast.
During his career, he has personally provided
more than 100,000 medical visits to 10,000 in-
dividuals. In addition to his medical skills, he
is a fine athlete, a great fiddle player and a
devoted father.
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Dr. Hunter is widely admired and respected
by his colleagues, patients and co-workers for
his professional knowledge and skill and his
open and friendly manner.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Dr. Willard Hunter for his
devotion to the practice of medicine and for
his exceptional contributions and service to
the people of California.

————

TRIBUTE TO LUCAS JAMES
CALVIN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Lucas James Cavin, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 120, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Lucas has been very active with his troop,
participating in such Scout Activities as Camp
Geiger, Cosmosphere and the Philmont Scout
Ranch. Over the 9 years he has been involved
in Scouting, he has held numerous leadership
positions, serving as assistant patrol leader,
patrol leader troop guide, assistant senior pa-
trol leader, senior patrol leader, troop guide
and junior assistant scoutmaster. Lucas also
has been honored for his numerous Scouting
achievements with such awards as the 50
Miler Award and the Warrior in the Tribe of
Mic-O-Say Award.

For his Eagle Scout project, Lucas chose to
complete an outside accessible enclosed
break area for the staff and visitors of Hedrick
Medical Center in Chillicothe, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Lucas James Cavin for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES OF
THE HOUSE TO THE FAMILIES
OF THE CREW OF THE SPACE
SHUTTLE “COLUMBIA”

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN MCcARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
as the Nation mourns the loss of seven brave
men and women, | rise in support of H. Res.
51, a resolution expressing condolences to the
families of the crew of the Columbia space
shuttle, who perished this past weekend.

On February 1, 2003, the country watched
in horror as the space shuttle Columbia broke
up over Texas. Astronauts have a special
dedication to their jobs, community and fellow
man. They go up into space to meet scientific
challenges for all of us here on Earth, in spite
of the risks. To do this, they train hard phys-
ically, mentally and emotionally—they are the
consummate professionals. They are fearless
men and women.

Space shuttle mission STS-107 was the
28th flight of the shuttle Columbia, and the
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113th shuttle mission to date. Its mission was
to provide 70 international scientists access to
both the environment of space, and set of
seven human researchers for 16 days. The
astronauts on board worked 24 hours a day in
alternating shifts, to carry out important experi-
ments in the areas of astronaut health and
safety, advanced technology development and
Earth and space sciences. The work the astro-
nauts were doing included experiments to help
further progress in combating prostate cancer,
to develop techniques to improve efficiency of
anti-cancer drugs, to strengthen construction
techniques for structures in areas where earth-
guakes are common, testing technology to re-
cycle water, and to improve crop yield.

On February 1, 2003, we began the day
awaiting the return of the Columbia shuttle.
We could not wait to congratulate the crew of
seven on their performances and achieve-
ments. These men and women made an ex-
cellent effort on this extremely important mis-
sion. They made America proud. We all held
our breaths when we lost contact with the
shuttle, and then watched in disbelief and hor-
ror when we saw the remnants of the shuttle
over the skies of Texas.

| support this Resolution, which reminds us
all of what a difficult job astronauts have, and
the sacrifices their families make. | am proud
to honor the lives lost, as well as those who
continue to work tirelessly and courageously,
as well as their families. The prayers of the
Nation are with our lost seven and their fami-
lies.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES OF
THE HOUSE TO THE FAMILIES
OF THE CREW OF THE SPACE
SHUTTLE *“COLUMBIA”

SPEECH OF

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, the tragic loss
of the Shuttle Columbia is a sobering reminder
of the risks of space exploration. We mourn
the loss of the dedicated crew, but are grateful
for their courage and commitment to exploring
new frontiers.

As we search for answers, we must keep in
mind that the U.S. space program has had
many successes. In little more than a genera-
tion, we have pursued some of humankind’s
grandest dreams.

Space exploration has always been a
source of excitement and awe. It has allowed
us to marshal our Nation’s determination, re-
sources and tremendous talents—nowhere
more so than in Southern California’s South
Bay, which | proudly represent.

Thousands of scientists, engineers, techni-
cians and others in my district have dedicated
their lives—first to President Kennedy’s goal of
sending a person to the moon and back—and
then to the myriad of inhabited-flight, satellite
and space exploration programs.

Having dedicated such talent and ingenuity,
my constituents are all the more heartbroken
when the space program suffers such a
shocking and sudden loss. Poignant is the fact
that one of the astronauts aboard the ill-fated
Challenger in 1986 was a resident of Hermosa
Beach, in my district. Such events make the
sky a lot darker.
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Shakespeare wrote in “Romeo and Juliet:”

When he shall die take him and cut him out
into stars

and he shall make the face of heaven so fine
that all

the world will be in love with night and pay
no worship

to the garish sun.

The Shuttle Columbia astronauts undoubt-
edly would have urged us to carry on—neither
disheartened nor undaunted. To their family,
friends and space community colleagues, my
staff and | extend our heartfelt condolences. In
the same spirit in which they carried out their
mission, we rededicate ourselves to the goal
of the peaceful exploration of space—to the
technological and intellectual challenge it pre-
sents—and to the benefits such adventure
brings all human kind.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CLINTON PAUL
MACOUBRIE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Clinton Paul Macoubrie, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 120, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Clinton has been very active with his troop,
participating in such Scout activities as Camp
Geiger and Cosmosphere. Over the 8 years
he has been involved in Scouting, he has held
numerous leadership positions, serving as pa-
trol leader, assistant senior patrol leader and
junior assistant scoutmaster. Clinton also has
been honored for his numerous Scouting
achievements with the award of the Firebuilder
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say Award.

For his Eagle Scout project, Clinton con-
structed an ornamental garden and flower bed
at the main entrance of Simpson Park in Chil-
licothe, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Clinton Paul Macoubrie for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

INDIAN GOVERNMENT HARASSES
WEBSITE THAT EXPOSED COR-
RUPTION

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, in 2000, the
website www.tehelka.com exposed the funda-
mental corruption of the Indian government.
They did a video expose showing high-ranking
government officials, including the Defense
Minister, as well as the President of the ruling
BJP, taking bribes. At that time, it was record-
ing 30 million hits a week. It was quite embar-
rassing for the Indian government.

On January 6, The Guardian reported that
the Indian government has struck back at
tehelka.com. It has harassed their contribu-
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tors. It sent its agents to investigate tehelka,
searching its offices and harassing its workers.
The website has had to reduce the staff from
120 people to four. All the office furniture has
been sold and the site is scraping for money.
Clearly the government has set out to destroy
tehelka.com, and it appears to be succeeding.
Meanwhile, the corrupt officials they exposed
are still in their posts.

This shows that India is intolerant of free
speech and free journalism. It reminds me of
the old joke; “You have every right to your
own opinion as long as it agrees with mine.”
That's the state of free speech and the free
press in India. Freedom of speech and free-
dom of the press are cornerstones of a de-
mocracy, along with the right to self-deter-
mination. The government campaign to shut
down tehelka.com is another piece of evi-
dence that India, despite its claims, is not a
democracy but an authoritarian police state.

Mr. Speaker, why are U.S. taxpayers—your
constituents and mine—being asked to pay
taxes to support this kind of radical, fun-
damentalist tyranny? We should stop our aid
to India until real freedom exists there, includ-
ing the right of a free press, the right to freely
practice any religion a person chooses without
the threat of being killed by the government
and without anti-conversion laws, and the right
of all the peoples of the subcontinent to de-
cide their futures in a free and fair vote. We
should work for self-determination, which is a
basic right, by promoting a plebiscite on the
question of independence in Christian
Nagaland, Muslim Kashmir, the Sikh home-
land of Punjab, Khalistan, and wherever else
it is sought. And we should demand the re-
lease of all political prisoners in India and an
end to its sponsorship of cross-border ter-
rorism. America is a free country. We seek
freedom not just for ourselves, but for all peo-
ple of the world. These measures will help se-
cure the blessings of liberty to all the people
of the world’s most troubled region and allow
them to enjoy the glow of freedom.

Mr. Speaker, | am inserting the Guardian ar-
ticle on the tehelka situation into the RECORD
at this time.

[From the Guardian, Jan. 6, 2003]
WEBSITE PAYS PRICE FOR INDIAN BRIBERY
EXPOSE
(By Luke Harding)

Tarun Tejpal is sitting amid the ruins of
his office. There is not much left—a few
dusty chairs, three computers and a forlorn
air-conditioning unit. ‘“We have sold vir-
tually every thing. I’ve even flogged the air
conditioner,” he says dolefully.

Twenty months ago Tejpal, editor in chief
of tehelka.com, an investigative website,
was the most feted journalist in India. He
had just broken one of the biggest stories in
the country’s history—an exposé of corrup-
tion at the highest levels of government.

His reporters, posing as arms salesmen,
had bribed their way into the home of the
defence minister, George Fernandes, and
handed over £3,000 to one of the minister’s
colleagues. The journalists found many other
people prepared to take money—senior army
officers, bureaucrats, even the president of
the ruling Bharatiya Janata party, who was
filmed shovelling the cash into his desk.

The scandal was deeply embarrassing for

the BJP prime minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. Mr. Vajpayee sacked Mr.
Fernandes and ordered a commission of in-
quiry.

The scandal promoted a mood of national
catharsis, and congratulations poured in
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